
Pastor’s Column 
 

Mailing Address: 
285 W. Water Street 

Chillicothe, OH  45601 
 

Office Telephone 
740-774-1407 

 
Office Hours 

Mon-Thurs: 
9:00-12:00 
1:00-4:00 

Fri: 
9:00-12:00 

 
St. Vincent DePaul 

740-772-2812 
 

Bishop Flaget School 
740-774-2970 

 
Mass Schedule 
Saturday: 5:00 pm 
Sunday: 8:00 am 

11:30 am 
Monday: 5:30 pm 
Tuesday: 8:30 am 

Wednesday: 8:30 am 
Thursday: 5:30 am 

Friday:  
9:30 am 

(at Bishop Flaget 
during school year) 

8:30 am 
(summer in church) 

 
Eucharistic  
Adoration 
In Chapel: 

Tuesdays 6:00 a.m. to 
Thursdays 5:00 p.m. 

In Church 
Thursdays 6:00—9:00 p.m. 

 
Confessions 

Mondays: 5:00-5:15 p.m. 
Thursdays: 5:00-5:15 p.m. 
Saturdays: 4:00-4:30 p.m. 

Or by appointment by con-
tacting one of the priests 

A Community founded on 
Adoration and presence to 

the Poor 

 In my let-
ter in the last edi-
tion of the news-
letter I wrote 
about our new 
parish mission 
statement:  A 
community found-
ed on Adoration 
and Presence to 
the Poor 
 Since then 
we have had a 
new logo incorpo-
rating the mon-

strance and those words created and you 
can see that in the church and in the hall 
as well as on the new parish t-shirts that 
are being sold at the office.  (As a remind-
er the proceeds from those sales will go 
to support our teens’ attendance at the 
National Catholic Youth Conference in 
Indianapolis this November).   
 As we begin a new year of pro-
gramming for adults and youth I am en-
couraging each organization, Bible Study, 
etc. to reflect on how they can live that 
mission at the level of their organization.   
 I also encourage each family to do 
the same.  Just yesterday I watched as a 
family brought bags of food for the St. 
Vincent DePaul food pantry – the grade-
school aged brothers who were celebrat-
ing birthdays close to each other told 
their parents that instead of birthday gifts 
this year they wanted to make a donation 
to the food pantry.  That is a beautiful ex-
ample of solidarity with those in need!   
 Our parish mission is something 
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that is simple, if challenging at times, 
to live both at the level of the parish 
and at the level of the family.  With 
that being said, I might encourage 
your family to sign up for a holy 
hour in our Adoration chapel.  I re-
cently saw two brothers (adults) 
who split a night-time holy hour – so 
that they are each taking the hour 
every other week.   There are crea-
tive ways to incorporate adoration 
into your family’s life.   
 The more we adore the 
Lord, the more we are attentive to 
His Presence, the more we will natu-
rally be able to recognize the poor 
around us and we will be present to 
them and receive their presence 
with mercy and joy. 
 I pray we all become more 
and more that Community founded 
on Adoration and Presence to the 
Poor. 

  In Christ, 

  Fr. Hahn. 

We are trying an experiment! 

Beginning September 10, 

During the Fall Semester of 
PSR, 

Jenny will be in the Church  

office on Sundays from 9:00 
a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  Thus, the of-
fice will be open during PSR 

and Bible Study for those who 
need to speak with someone but 
aren’t able to get in during the 

week. 
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Half of the group on the recent 
Mexico mission trip added a day 
and a half to  the beginning of the 
trip to travel as pilgrims to Mexico 
City and the Basilica of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe. Our plan was to 
have time to visit the sites and 

churches at the site of the Villa de Guadalupe as it is 
called. There are multiple churches and shrines that one 
can take at least a day to visit and then even more time 
to pray. Friday did not disappoint as we had time to visit 
the basilica and surrounding churches. The highlight of 
the day was Mass in chapel number 3 overlooking the 
main basilica in full view of the miraculous tilma of St. 
Juan Diego, which still brilliantly bears the image of our 
Blessed Mother. In 1754 Pope Benedict XIV wrote in 
regard to the tilma, “…God has not done likewise to any 
other nation.” Indeed, such a unique privilege as a mi-
raculous image of Our Blessed Mother has not been af-
forded to any other time or place, and it is still mesmer-
izing, breathtaking and absolutely beautiful. 
 We arrived in Mexico City at about noon on 
Thursday with the hopes of making a visit La Sagrada 
Familia Church (Holy Family) which houses the relics 
of Bl. Miguel Pro, SJ, a priest martyr of the Cristero 
War in Mexico in the 1920s. So after touring the Cathe-
dral of Mexico City we hopped on the metro at the very 
affordable rate of 5 pesos (about $.25) one way. We 
happily rode metro the half hour or so south east of the 
city making one connection along the way excited to 
pray with our saint. As we disembarked the train we 
asked a police officer directions to the church. He 
pointed us in the right direction, and indicated we need 
to go up a pedestrian walkway. We made it to the 
correct side of the street without needing the walkway, 
and when we arrived at the walkway we looked around 
thinking that we didn’t see the church. Turning around, 
we saw the sign for “La Sagrada Familia” church. We 
found ourselves facing a small unassuming church that 
looked to be constructed of poured concrete, and looked 
nothing like the large beautiful church I had seen in the 
pictures. Someone in our group asked very politely and 
cheerfully, “Father, what can you tell us about the 

significance of this church?” I responded, “I 
actually have no idea. This is the wrong 
church.” However, we weren’t lost. We were 
directed to the Holy Family church, it just 
was not the correct one. 
 The priest at this parish didn’t know 
English, but he understood what I was look-
ing for. Finally after digging through my file 
folder I located an address I had printed for 
the church containing the Bl. Miguel Pro 
Shrine. I stumbled through some Spanish ask-
ing if this was the address and he happily said 
yes. He then pointed out the subway stop we 
needed, and indicated that it’d be just around 
the corner. With renewed hope we walked 
back to the metro, and boarded the train. We 
came to the correct stop and with the help of 
a shoe shiner pointing us in the right direction 
we found La Sagrada Familia church and Bl. 
Miguel Pro. We entered the beautiful church 
as Mass was ending, and then had time to 
pray with the relics of our long sought saint! 
 We arrived at the shrine of this saint a 
little weary but with hearts full of gratitude. 
We were off the trail for a while, but never 
discouraged. Our patience was tested, but 
never beyond our strength. In searching for 
our saint we were aided by the kindness of 
others. In 
our hopeful 
search for 
sanctity and 
blessedness 
we were 
never lost; 
we were 
simply pil-
grims on the 
way.  
 …
seriously we 
weren’t 
lost…ok, we 
were a little 
lost. 

We were not lost!  
- Fr. Hartge 
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By Fr. Sean Dooley 
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 As the parish building was being constructed in 1866, the newly ordained Fr. J.E. McSweeney attempted to have the 
Church dedicated on December 30, 1866. Archbishop Purcell of Cincinnati wrote in 1866 of the Mass he celebrated in the 
Church: 
          “The Church, so far from being ready for dedication, has had nothing done to it since the death of Fr. Tierney. It is a frame 
of large dimensions and beautiful design, but not plastered, having only openings for windows near the substitute for an altar. 
One of those openings was closed with the Archbishop’s cloak to keep the clergy and the wind and water from freezing on Sun-
day and Monday. Some forty children and others who, spite of the weather, had come ten, some twenty miles, received Confir-
mation.”  There were some serious misunderstandings between Fr. McSweeney and the architect. The church building would 
soon be completed shortly after the Dedication Mass. 
       This new church was finally given a name. According to Fr. Lawrence Kenny, S.J., a native of Zaleski, he writes: St. Syl-
vester “was intended then to be name the church St. Patrick’s; but no doubt in honor of the very popular convert Bishop Sylvest-
er Rosecrans, brother of the possible next President, General William Starke Rosecrans. One wonders whether they knew how 
appropriate that name of Sylvester was for a church in Zaleski. “Za” in the Polish language, means ‘beyond’ but ‘les’ means 
‘woods’- ‘Sylvester’ means ‘woodman’.” 
 Bishop Rosecrans only visited the church twice in Vinton County. In May of 1878, five months before his death, a large 
class of 140 were confirmed by him. Some of the those who received Confirmation came all the way from Jackson.  
 During the 1880s-1890s, the area would begin to see economic difficulties. The Zaleski Coal Company was shrinking 
and there were no other job opportunities. As a result, families would begin to move away from the area in the search for work. 
This has been a challenge for St. Sylvester Parish since the population would always be in a state of flux. 
          In the entire history of the parish, there has been only one priestly vocation to come out of the parish and in addition, a few 
women entered the religious area from Zaleski. The previously mentioned Fr. Lawrence Kenny, S.J., was a noted history profes-
sor for the University of St. Louis. He was known in Catholic circles and his classes “‘ of American history taught by an eyewit-
ness.’ He met Geronimo and Theodore Roosevelt, and was considered the last living link with the founders of Saint Louis Uni-
versity through his seminary studies.…” Fr. Lawrence Kenny is our only reliable source of early Zaleski history from his child-
hood. He passed away in St. Louis in 1957.  
          Throughout the 20th century, the parish would grow and shrink at various times. In Zaleski and all of southeastern Ohio, 
everything in the area hinged on the coal and timber industry. Unfortunately, the first church was destroyed by a fire in 1929. 
The present church was completed in 1931. Again, fire also destroyed the rectory in 1938. The present rectory was finished the 
same year.  

 An opportunity to support the spiritual for-
mation of the youth of our parish awaits you.  Please 
help sponsor our youth with your prayers and financ-
es as they prepare to attend the National Catholic 
Youth Conference in Indianapolis November 16, 17, 
& 18, 2017.  The total cost per youth is $500 and this 
includes all meals, transportation, and lodging.  You 
are also invited to become a prayer warrior for our 
youth as God prepares them spiritually to attend this 
awesome spirit-filled National Youth Conference.  
This is your opportunity to participate in preparing 
our youth to be strong, vibrant Catholics.  No dona-
tion is too small.  No prayer is too short. 

An Opportunity to help our 
youth  get to the National 

Catholic 
Youth Conference  

Continued on the next page. . . . . . 

  Mark your calendars for Sunday, Novem-
ber 12.  This is the date of the Annual Veteran’s 
Appreciation Dinner.  If you know of someone 
who you would like mentioned in the program as 
serving or having served in the armed forces, call 
Cecil Althouse at 740-947-1339 or Jenny French 
at the parish office (740-774-1407). 

 As in the past, the committee is accepting 
pictures of veterans or current military personnel 
to include on our tribute boards.  If you have a 
picture of someone who is not currently on the 
board, please submit to Jenny French by Novem-
ber 1 to be included in this year’s display.  Any 
questions about this can be directed to Jenny at 
740-774-1407.   

Military Ministry News 
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     Beginning Sunday, September 17, 
2017,  Pre-school PSR will be offered 
the third Sunday of each month. The 
time will be 9:15-11:00 following the 
PSR schedule. Classes will be held in 
the Holy Innocents room across from 
the St. Vincent de Paul office, which is 
located in the basement. 
     Curriculum used is in alignment with 
the current PSR classes for school age 
children. Your children will have a 
chance to learn more about the saints, 
Jesus, the Bible, and our Catholic faith 
through storytelling, hands-on activities, 
songs, crafts, and videos. 
     Registration will take place after 
Masses the weekends of 8/26-27 and 
9/2-3 with no charge for preschool on-
ly. If you have questions, you may con-
tact Robin Flannagan at rflan-
nagan45601@gmail.com or 740-703-
1016. You may also direct questions to 
Tess Hatmacher at the number listed on 
the bulletin. 
     We are excited about this new pro-
gram and look forward to meeting and 
working with our young parishioners!   

New Program for 4-5 year 
olds!  -  Holy Innocents Pre-

school PSR 
— by Robin Flannagan  

St. Patrick (a.k.a. Fr. Hartge) reads a story 
to the little ones at VBS in July 

          In 1967, the parish celebrated its 100th anniversary of its foundation. A 
Pontifical Mass was celebrated of the occasion on Sunday September 17, 1967 
with Bishop John J. Carberry as the celebrant. Simultaneously,  a new Parish 
Hall was constructed for the parish under the leadership of Fr. Clarence Durbin. 
The Parish Hall served as an overflow during the popular summer tourists 
months, especially those from the Lake Hope area. The Parish Hall was dedicat-
ed by Bishop Carberry the same day.  
        Over the past few decades, the following priests have served at St. Sylvest-
er: Fr. Charles Griffin, Fr. Richard Frecker, Fr. Stephen Metzger, Fr. Jeffrey Co-
ning, Fr. David Gwinner, and Fr. Joseph Trapp II from Holy Trinity Parish in 
Jackson. Moreover, Fr. Richard Engle was in residence for many years in the 
parish during Fr. Trapp’s pastorate.  
       In August of 2015, St. Sylvester Parish joined the consortium of parishes 
along with: St. Peter, Chillicothe; St. Colman of Cloyne, Washington Court 
House; and St. Mary Queen of the Missions, Waverly. Recently, Fr. David 
Young, a newly retired priest of the diocese from western Scioto County, is now 
in residence performing pastoral duties. 
        At present, the parish comprises of 52 households. During the summer 
months and hunting season, Sunday Mass attendance increases for the parish. 
The parishioners of St. Sylvester are scattered over all of Vinton County and 
western Athens County.  
        While the Catholic population is small in the area, the parish stands as a 
testimony of the ancestors who brought the faith to the area. We pray that St. 
Sylvester Parish will continue to bring the Gospel message to Zaleski and be-
yond! 
 
Mass times for St. Sylvester in Zaleski 
Wednesdays at 5:30pm 
Sundays at 11:00pm 
 
Sources 
 Saint Sylvester Church Zaleski, Ohio Centennial Year Booklet 1867-
1967 
 Barquilla de la Santa Maria: Bulletin of the Catholic Record Society- 
Diocese of Columbus- The Early Years of St. Sylvester Parish, Zaleski, January 
2015 issue. 

 Kenny, Laurence J. (1864-1959)  
Saint Louis University Libraries Special Col-
lections:  Archives and Manuscripts. From the 
website: www.archon.slu.edu 
 
 
Words from the wise Fr. Kenny, S.J. on 
Zaleski back in the day 
 “I’ll contradict that line that there 
were 17 saloons in Zaleski. I’m certain that 
there were no more than 7 at one time, and 
these were not the modern disreputable sa-
loons rather men’s clubs where the men met 
to play cards and yes, to get a drink, but just a 
drink. I never saw a drunken man in the sa-
loon. The keepers were highly respectable 
men.” 
-Recollections from Father Kenny, S.J. 

Looking Back:   Continued from page 3 

mailto:rflannagan45601@gmail.com�
mailto:rflannagan45601@gmail.com�
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It’s impossible to exhaust the 
Church’s teaching regarding 
Christian Marriage. So, as a fol-
low-up to my previous article, I 
wish to offer some points of re-
flection about the theology and mystery of Christian 
Marriage.   

GOD HIMSELF IS THE AUTHOR OF MA-
RIAGE. Therefore, marriage isn’t merely a human 
institution. The Bible itself affirms that men and 
women were made for each other – a complimentary 
pair - together. When  we read about the creation of 
human beings in Genesis as the pinnacle of God’s 
creation, we don’t read that God simply made “two of 
them.” Rather, in Genesis Chapter 1, Verse 27, we 
read: “God created man in his image; in the Divine 
image He created him; male and female He created 
them.” Our respective genders were created as part of 
God’s plan for the lives of human beings. Conse-
quently, Jewish and later Christian men and women 
understood that in marriage, they were perfecting 
their respective maleness and femaleness. A man 
could only be perfected in his respective gender as a 
male in the Divine image - in the context of a spiritu-
al, physical and marital union with a woman. Con-
versely, a woman could only be perfected in her re-
spective gender within the Divine image - in the con-
text of a spiritual, physical and marital union with a 
man.       

MARRIAGE AS COVENANT. The Sacra-
ment of Marriage is a sacred covenant which was 
raised by Christ to the dignity of a sacrament - some-
times spoken of as “the primordial sacrament”. From 
the beginning, God formed human beings as the pin-
nacle of His creation, creating them in His image – 
male and female – made for each other, so that in 
their masculinity and femininity, they would reflect 
God’s own life as a communion of persons. Within 
the Sacred Trinity, boundless love flows within a uni-
ty of three distinct persons of the same Divine nature. 
So too did God create man and woman to form a 
communion of love among distinct persons. The 
prophets would see God's covenant with Israel in the 

image of exclusive and faithful married love, prepar-
ing the Chosen People's conscience for a deepened 
understanding of the unity and indissolubility of 
marriage. (Catechism 1611) 

MARRIAGE AS A SIGN OF CHRIST’S 
PRESENCE. At the Wedding Feast at Cana, Jesus 
performed his first sign - at his mother's request 
(John 2:1-11). This is an important sign that Jesus' 
presence at the wedding at Cana is a confirmation of 
the goodness of marriage. In doing so, we say that 
Jesus elevated Marriage to the dignity of a sacrament 
- a sign of Christ's presence among His people. 

This is why St. Paul would later write: 
"Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the 
church and gave himself up for her, that he might 
sanctify her," adding at once: "'For this reason a man 
shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his 
wife, and the two shall become one. This is a great 
mystery, and I mean in reference to Christ and the 
Church." (Catechism 1616)  

MARRIAGE AS A SACRAMENT. As a 
Sacrament, we say that Marriage is an “efficacious 
sign” – it causes to happen what it symbolizes. It sig-
nifies and communicates grace, and is a sign of 
Christ’s presence among His people. As a sign of the 
covenant between Christ and His Church -  

Christian Marriage is Indissoluble: "…what 
therefore God has joined together, let no man put 
asunder." (Matthew 19:6).  

Christian Marriage requires Fidelity: The 
"intimate union of marriage, as a mutual giving of 
two persons, and the good of the children, demand 
total fidelity from the spouses and require an un-
breakable union between them."(Catechism 1646)  

The Marriage covenant is Exclusive: "So they are 
no longer two, but one flesh…what therefore God 
has joined together, let no man put asunder." 
(Matthew 19:6)  

Christian Marriage requires Free Consent: It is 
knowingly and willingly entered into by a man and a 
woman who understand what they are doing and 
have the capacity to follow through.  

Finally, Marriage is intended to be Fruitful: Be-
ing believers, the couple models the generative love 
of God as seen in the Blessed Trinity in willing that 
their love for each other will bear fruit in the procre-
ation and education of their children. 
 Let us pray for God’s blessing upon all mar-
riages.  

Points of Reflection on the  
Sacrament of Marriage 

-Deacon Hauser 
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Fr.  Hartge  “cutting  the  rug”  with 
Elizabeth  Ficcocelli  at  the  June 
Theology of the Dance. 

Our  High School Seniors following Baccalaureate and the 
Outdoor May Crowning.  Good luck in your future ! 

Taking Jesus to the streets of our neighborhood!  Corpus Christi Procession 2017. 

Singing Happy Birthday to Fr. Hahn 
at the reception following the 
procession. 

First Holy Communion 2017 

Fr. Hahn celebrates Mass at St. Margaret’s 
Cemetery on Memorial Day. 
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Missionaries at the  Orphanage in Mexico 

At the  Basillica of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe 

Totus Tuus  was held  at the end of June for students in Grades 1‐12 

VBS was 
held in  

July for the 

3-5 year  

Olds. 
What fun 
they had! 

Fr. Hahn presents Sr. Amelia with her 
spiritual bouquet. 

Members of K of C Council 15793 publicly recite 
the Rosary for those suffering from addictions at 

the Ross County Fair. 
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 I have always been one to say I don’t 
think I can hear the voice of God talking to 
me.  Spending an hour a week in the quiet of 
the Adoration Chapel has changed that for 
me.  I’ve had a few times that I know God 
has been speaking to me, some serious and 
some funny. 
 One of the “serious” times came 
when I was praying for a young man who 
had recently died unexpectedly.  I was pray-
ing for him and asking God to have mercy 
on his soul.  A feeling of peace came over 
me at that moment and I heard God say 
“He’s fine. He is with me”.  I thanked God 
for the revelation.  God put it on my heart to 
share this with one of his family members 
and it helped them as well.  Normally, that is 
something I am not comfortable doing, but 
God’s grace helped me to share this. 
 As I indicated above, some of what 
God says to me can have a funny twist to it.  
One of my times in prayer toward the begin-
ning of Lent, I was telling our Lord that I 
know I don’t spend enough time in prayer 
during the day and I needed help with this.  
There was a game app on my phone that I 
would spend a lot of time on when I first 
woke up each morning that I should proba-
bly put down.  Very clearly, I heard a voice 
say, “Then take it off!”  I was like . . . ok, I 
heard ya!  I took it off at that moment.  Most 
mornings since that day, I have read Morn-
ing Prayer on my Divine Office app in place 
of playing the game, a much better way to 
start my morning. 
 I am fortunate enough to be right 
next door to the chapel since I work at the 
office 5 days a week.  Some of my lunch 
breaks are spent over there.  If you haven’t 
committed to an hour, I would highly rec-
ommend giving it a chance.  I have come to 
look forward to my hour whether just sitting 
there and looking at the monstrance or read-
ing a book or scripture. 

Voices in the Adoration  
Chapel 

—Jenny French 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
By Mary Elsass 

Infant of Prague Adoration Chapel 

Open to the public 

Tuesdays-Thursdays 

7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Entrance at other times by 

Access Code. 
Call the parish office for current 

code. 

 Our St. Vincent de Paul Food 
Pantry has been especially busy this sum-
mer with up to nearly 70 households 
served in some recent weeks. We are 
able to keep our shelves stocked with 
generous donations from our parishioners 
and friends, collection drives sponsored 
by our Knights of Columbus Council, 

PSR and Bishop Flaget School students, parish youth and young 
adult groups and responses to an urgent request posted on our 
parish Facebook page. 
 We were truly blessed to to be the July recipient of do-
nations collected at Monday night performances of 
"Tecumseh!" which offered a $10 ticket discount to Ohio resi-
dents who bring at least 2 cans of food to the outdoor drama. 
Our Vincentians staffed a table to meet and thank donors and 
return with a loaded pickup truck each week. Our 5 collection 
nights brought us about 2,700 canned and packaged food items. 
Two-thirds of those items were vegetables - a healthy choice, 
for sure. But the most popular items - soup, cereal, peanut butter 
and tuna - are always needed. 
 We are looking forward to participating in the diocesan 
SVDP Micro-loan Program that provides funding to counties 
with St. Vincent de Paul conferences interested in offering low-
interest loans of up to $500 for specific emergency expenses. 
Our neighbor conference at St. Mary's Church has initiated a 
partnership with a local credit union to facilitate the process. 
Together, we will screen, interview and qualify eligible resi-
dents of Ross County. Six of our members will join St. Mary’s 
in training to become home visitors and financial mentors.  Our 
objective is to provide an alternative to  “payday lenders” who 
charge exorbitant rates and fees that keep the working poor 
locked in the cycle of poverty. Please pray for this effort to help 
our friends in need become self-sufficient. 
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Sunday Morning Bible Study offered this fall: Ephe-
sians: Discover your Inheritance part of the Great Ad-
venture Bible Study series with Jeff Cavins.  Paul’s 
letter reveals many remarkable gifts that we as Chris-
tians are given in the Church. Learn what the letter 
tells us about the nature of the Church—as a body, as 
a household, as a mystery, as a communion, as a 
bride and as an army. The study begins on September 
10th in the parish library at 9:15 a.m. All are invited. 
Workbooks are $20. For information or to register 
call Thecla Hauser at 740-775-1835. 

Beginning in October on Wednesday evenings 

Watch for details to come in the bulletin or on the 
parish website. 

 

Young Adults (aged 18-30) . . . .watch the bulletin for 
an upcoming bible study series . . .. Bishop Barron’s 
Pivotal Players.   Plans are in the works.  Watch the 

bulletin or call the parish office for details. 
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 The choir has been working this summer on 
the Latin Mass for August 1st. We have enjoyed learn-
ing this challenging and inspirational music, and get-
ting to know the patterns of the Mass in Extraordinary 
Form. 

 We’ll be starting our “choir year” again in 
September with some familiar music, and some new 
pieces as well. We will be working on our Latin pro-
nunciation, and fine-tuning our vocal skills. Bob 
Cook has attended a chant workshop, and we’re hop-
ing he will have some additional music and infor-
mation to share with the rest of the choir. Diane and 
Laura have been meeting with the music director at 
the Josephinum, getting tips and pointers and even 
some organ lessons! 

 We sing much of the Ordinary and Propers 
of the Mass in chant form, usually in English, and at 
some times during the liturgical year in Latin (or 
Greek, for the Kyrie). The Ordinary parts of the 
Mass do not change and include: the Kyrie, the Glo-
ria, the Sanctus and the Agnus Dei. The Propers of 
the Mass are liturgical texts that vary from day to day 
according to the calendar: the Introit, the Responsorial 
Psalm, the Alleluia Verse (and the Lenten Tract - 
which substitutes for it), the Offertory Chant and the 
Communion Antiphon.  

You may wonder why the choir sings much of 
the Ordinary and the Propers in chant form. Accord-
ing to Sacrosanctum Concilium, (“Constitution on the 
Sacred Liturgy”), “The musical tradition of the Uni-
versal Church is a treasure of inestimable value”. You 
may have noticed that our St. Peter choir has learned 
and introduced these chants slowly over time. That is 
for our benefit as well as for the congregation’s, with 
the hope that all will participate as they learn. 

We appreciate your patience as we continue to 
grow in our knowledge of the traditions of our faith, 
and we hope that you will come to appreciate them as 
much as we do. 

If you like to sing and want to praise God in 
this special way, we invite you to join the choir. We 
practice on Wednesday evenings, and typically sing at 
the 11:30 Mass. See any choir member for more de-
tails. 

News from the Choir Loft 
—Debbie Nunziato 

Be sure to support the advertisers on the 
back of our Sunday Bulletin. 

Besides the Sunday Bulletin, their advertising 
dollars help to provide this quarterly newslet-

ter to all of our parishioners. 

Thank you to all of them! 
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  I am Sr. Zephrina 
Mary a Franciscan Sister 
from India. My vocation is 
to love and serve Christ.  
Religious life is a life of 
commitment- life in the 
steps of the savior Jesus 

Christ. I entered in the convent at the age of 17, 
professed on May 5, 1995, and became a reli-
gious sister at the age of 21. It was the happiest 
day in my life. I wore white a habit, symbolizing 
innocence, purity, and joy. I pronounced the 
vows of chastity, poverty, and obedience, prom-
ising to remain faithful to my spouse, Jesus. God 
enveloped me with His grace and protection.  
   My vocation, like most, was both ordi-
nary and extra ordinary.  My beloved father, 
Thomas died when I was four years old.  My 
mother, Mary died when I was thirteen.  I was 
youngest among six children in my family.  God 
enveloped me with His care and protection 
through my family.  Home is the bonding place 
of belongingness in everyone’s lives because it 
is the cradle of life. When I was seventeen,   I 
was thinking about my future life as any other 
teenagers.  I felt a divine call within to serve 
God.  As a divine plan, I said good-bye to my 
beloved family members with a joyful heart, a 
heart full of love for Jesus and a full confidence 
for a consecration to God.  Thus, I officially en-
tered the new family, The Franciscan Sisters of 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary.  
  I came to the United States in May 2000. 
I graduated from Marian University at Indianap-
olis in Indiana with Studies in Education in 
2014.  I have been in Indianapolis for 17 years 
ministering in different parishes and schools. 
Thinking back to my twenty two years of reli-
gious life, living as the spouse of Christ under 
the same roof with the Blessed Sacrament, is the 
greatest joy of my life. I follow Christ through 
my work and daily situations, where I find His 
presence and I lift my prayers to Him. I am very 
happy to be here at Chillicothe, especially at St. 
Peter’s parish to serve you as a spouse of Christ.   

Serving God with  
a Smile 

 School started for Bishop Flaget on August 23rd!  We 
are so excited about this new school year as we have several 
new staff members and a lot of new plans and technology to 
go with them!  Because we are continuing to grow, we have 
added a new first grade class this year, so Mrs. Hillery Kenne-
dy will be teaching first grade along with Mrs. Julie Beatty.  
Kindergarten will also have two classes headed by Mrs. 
Chrissy Kessler and Miss Tina Haller.  We have added a part-
time computer teachers, so we welcome Ms. Christy Fay to 
our staff.  To fill Mrs. Kennedy's shoes in prekindergarten, we 
are pleased to welcome Mrs. Chelsea Irvin.  Ms. Courtney 
Maxwell, who taught preschool this year, will be working as 
our new intervention specialist, working specifically with our 
students on the John Peterson Special Needs Scholarships.  
Replacing Ms. Maxwell in the preschool is Mrs. Kimberly 
Leeth.  We also welcome our new part-time janitor, Tyler 
Felts, to the staff. 
 We are continuing to work on our STEM designation, 
and we are incredibly excited about our "Innovation Station" 
which has been transformed out of the basement hallway.  
Bishop Flaget Middle School graduate and Eagle Scout Appli-
cant Clark Coulter remodeled the former "dark hallway" so 
that we can use it for additional instruction space. With our 
auxiliary services money from the state of Ohio (which can 
only be used for textbooks, technology, or special services for 
students), we were able to purchase four 3D printers, a Virtual 
Reality/Augmented Reality Computer System, and additional 
computers for this area where students will be able to work 
with the existing technology and new technology to develop 
their skills in science, experimentation, innovation, and the 
scientific method.  As soon as we have everything up and run-
ning smoothly, we will be holding an open house for all to see 
what we can do. 
 Other changes that you will notice this year include a 
remodeled chapel.  It has undergone a new paint job and we 
are waiting for the new carpet to be installed.  We will also be 
installing new Stations of the Cross in the chapel.  The play-
ground will also be undergoing some changes with new equip-
ment being added in September to meet the needs of some of 
our younger students and replace some of the equipment 
which has seen its better days. (All of the funds for these pro-
jects have been raised through donations, fundraising, or 
grants.)  
 Finally, we thank you for your support of our school 
and invite you to visit anytime or join us for Mass.  We take 
our mission seriously and appreciate your help in our role in 
the future of our faith. 

From BFS Principal Laura Corcoran 



Marriage prepara on and pre‐Cana classes are required.  Thus, 
the engaged couple must make ini al arrangements by con‐
tac ng the parish at least six months prior to the desired mar‐
riage date.  You or your fiancee should be a registered parishion‐
er for at least six months before beginning prepara on. 
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Baptism 

Marriage Preparation 

Pre‐Bap sm instruc on for parents who have not previously 
a ended, and for parents for which it has been 4 years or longer 
since the Bap sm of their last child, is required.  Please call the 
office to make arrangements for classes.  Bap sms are held by 
appointment only.       

Communion to the Sick  

Because the sick and homebound are prevented from cele‐
bra ng the Eucharist with the rest of the community, the 
visits during which they receive Holy Communion are very 
important. In receiving the Body and Blood of Christ, the sick 
are united sacramentally to the Lord and are reunited with 
the Eucharis c community. If you or another parishioner you 
know is unable to a end Mass, please contact the office so 
that the Body of Christ can be brought to him or her.   

Bethesda Healing Ministry 

We are a group of mothers and fathers who have suffered the 
experience of abor on.  We gather twice a month to share, 
heal, and grow.  We are now experiencing the gi  of God’s 
healing love.  We’ve been there: We Understand.  Contact us at 

We’re on the Web! See us at: www.stpeterchillicothe.com 
 

PREGNANT  & NEED HELP? 
Call Op on Line at 
1‐800‐395‐HELP. 

 Confiden al, caring assistance is available.  
24 hours a day, 7 days a week. We are also on  Facebook!  Like our Page! 

St. Peter Church, Chillicothe: A Community founded on Adoration and  
Presence to the poor. 
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